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the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
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was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am
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ALNAP would like to thank CaLP, Norah Niland, John Twigg, Wendy Fenton, and the participants 
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i�Total funding reported to the UN OCHA Financial Tracking Service each year in USD, 
2000–2016 (available at: https://fts.unocha.org/global-funding/overview/2016)
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14–15 February 2017, looked at how change occurs in 
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was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am
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the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
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20 years of change
in humanitarian action:
A timeline by ALNAP
ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, held in Stockholm on 
14–15 February 2017, looked at how change occurs in 
the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
This timeline, capturing the twenty years since ALNAP 
was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am
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ALNAP would like to thank CaLP, Norah Niland, John Twigg, Wendy Fenton, and the participants 
at ALNAP's 31 Annual Meeting for their content suggestions. The placement of elements in this 
timeline is approximate, and is intended for illustrative and discursive purposes only. Points on 
the timeline, especially the pink dots, are intended to mark either the beginning or the 
significant scaling up of events or responses which, in many cases, lasted for many years. 
There is no relationship between the size of dots and any other variable. Similarly, the graphs 
displayed in the timeline are not on the same scale, but are intended to be representative of the 
general trends within the data.

Data

i�Total funding reported to the UN OCHA Financial Tracking Service each year in USD, 
2000–2016 (available at: https://fts.unocha.org/global-funding/overview/2016)

l�Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, aggregate 
number of state-based, non-state, and one-sided conflicts per year, 1997–2015
(available at: http://ucdp.uu.se/#/encyclopedia)

v�EM-DAT: the OFDA/CRED International Disasters Database, Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters, Natural disasters across all continents between 
1997–2016 (available at: www.emdat.be/disaster_trends/index.html)

1�Targeted recipients of aid in millions, OCHA State of Aid data, 2007–2017
(available at: www.unocha.org/stateofaid)
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ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, held in Stockholm on 
14–15 February 2017, looked at how change occurs in 
the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
This timeline, capturing the twenty years since ALNAP 
was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am
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ALNAP would like to thank CaLP, Norah Niland, John Twigg, Wendy Fenton, and the participants 
at ALNAP's 31 Annual Meeting for their content suggestions. The placement of elements in this 
timeline is approximate, and is intended for illustrative and discursive purposes only. Points on 
the timeline, especially the pink dots, are intended to mark either the beginning or the 
significant scaling up of events or responses which, in many cases, lasted for many years. 
There is no relationship between the size of dots and any other variable. Similarly, the graphs 
displayed in the timeline are not on the same scale, but are intended to be representative of the 
general trends within the data.

Data

i�Total funding reported to the UN OCHA Financial Tracking Service each year in USD, 
2000–2016 (available at: https://fts.unocha.org/global-funding/overview/2016)

l�Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, aggregate 
number of state-based, non-state, and one-sided conflicts per year, 1997–2015
(available at: http://ucdp.uu.se/#/encyclopedia)

v�EM-DAT: the OFDA/CRED International Disasters Database, Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters, Natural disasters across all continents between 
1997–2016 (available at: www.emdat.be/disaster_trends/index.html)

1�Targeted recipients of aid in millions, OCHA State of Aid data, 2007–2017
(available at: www.unocha.org/stateofaid)
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20 years of change
in humanitarian action:
A timeline by ALNAP
ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, held in Stockholm on 
14–15 February 2017, looked at how change occurs in 
the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
This timeline, capturing the twenty years since ALNAP 
was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am
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ALNAP would like to thank CaLP, Norah Niland, John Twigg, Wendy Fenton, and the participants 
at ALNAP's 31 Annual Meeting for their content suggestions. The placement of elements in this 
timeline is approximate, and is intended for illustrative and discursive purposes only. Points on 
the timeline, especially the pink dots, are intended to mark either the beginning or the 
significant scaling up of events or responses which, in many cases, lasted for many years. 
There is no relationship between the size of dots and any other variable. Similarly, the graphs 
displayed in the timeline are not on the same scale, but are intended to be representative of the 
general trends within the data.

Data

i�Total funding reported to the UN OCHA Financial Tracking Service each year in USD, 
2000–2016 (available at: https://fts.unocha.org/global-funding/overview/2016)

l�Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, aggregate 
number of state-based, non-state, and one-sided conflicts per year, 1997–2015
(available at: http://ucdp.uu.se/#/encyclopedia)

v�EM-DAT: the OFDA/CRED International Disasters Database, Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters, Natural disasters across all continents between 
1997–2016 (available at: www.emdat.be/disaster_trends/index.html)

1�Targeted recipients of aid in millions, OCHA State of Aid data, 2007–2017
(available at: www.unocha.org/stateofaid)
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20 years of change
in humanitarian action:
A timeline by ALNAP
ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, held in Stockholm on 
14–15 February 2017, looked at how change occurs in 
the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
This timeline, capturing the twenty years since ALNAP 
was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am
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ALNAP would like to thank CaLP, Norah Niland, John Twigg, Wendy Fenton, and the participants 
at ALNAP's 31 Annual Meeting for their content suggestions. The placement of elements in this 
timeline is approximate, and is intended for illustrative and discursive purposes only. Points on 
the timeline, especially the pink dots, are intended to mark either the beginning or the 
significant scaling up of events or responses which, in many cases, lasted for many years. 
There is no relationship between the size of dots and any other variable. Similarly, the graphs 
displayed in the timeline are not on the same scale, but are intended to be representative of the 
general trends within the data.

Data

i�Total funding reported to the UN OCHA Financial Tracking Service each year in USD, 
2000–2016 (available at: https://fts.unocha.org/global-funding/overview/2016)

l�Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, aggregate 
number of state-based, non-state, and one-sided conflicts per year, 1997–2015
(available at: http://ucdp.uu.se/#/encyclopedia)

v�EM-DAT: the OFDA/CRED International Disasters Database, Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters, Natural disasters across all continents between 
1997–2016 (available at: www.emdat.be/disaster_trends/index.html)

1�Targeted recipients of aid in millions, OCHA State of Aid data, 2007–2017
(available at: www.unocha.org/stateofaid)
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was founded, facilitated discussions around change.
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ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, held in Stockholm on 
14–15 February 2017, looked at how change occurs in 
the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
This timeline, capturing the twenty years since ALNAP 
was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am
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ALNAP would like to thank CaLP, Norah Niland, John Twigg, Wendy Fenton, and the participants 
at ALNAP's 31 Annual Meeting for their content suggestions. The placement of elements in this 
timeline is approximate, and is intended for illustrative and discursive purposes only. Points on 
the timeline, especially the pink dots, are intended to mark either the beginning or the 
significant scaling up of events or responses which, in many cases, lasted for many years. 
There is no relationship between the size of dots and any other variable. Similarly, the graphs 
displayed in the timeline are not on the same scale, but are intended to be representative of the 
general trends within the data.

Data

i�Total funding reported to the UN OCHA Financial Tracking Service each year in USD, 
2000–2016 (available at: https://fts.unocha.org/global-funding/overview/2016)

l�Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, aggregate 
number of state-based, non-state, and one-sided conflicts per year, 1997–2015
(available at: http://ucdp.uu.se/#/encyclopedia)

v�EM-DAT: the OFDA/CRED International Disasters Database, Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters, Natural disasters across all continents between 
1997–2016 (available at: www.emdat.be/disaster_trends/index.html)

1�Targeted recipients of aid in millions, OCHA State of Aid data, 2007–2017
(available at: www.unocha.org/stateofaid)
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is published.

Truck bomb destroys
UN Headquarters
in Baghdad.

UN Charter
turns 60.

Live8 concerts
take place.

Arab Spring
begins.

Protests begin
in Syria, leading to the
start of the civil war.

Early warning of
East African

drought is flagged.

Fighting begins
in Central

Africa Republic.

Civil war breaks out
in South Sudan.

EU–Turkey
migrant deal

is reached.

Russian Federation
annexes Crimea.

Paris Climate
Agreement is adopted.

Colombian Congress
ratifies peace agreement

with the FARC.

South Sudan
becomes an
independent state.

NATO leads
intervention
in Libya.

Kyoto Protocol
enters into force.
Paris Declaration
on Aid Effectiveness
is signed.

Lebanon War
begins.

Global Financial
Crisis begins.

World population
hits seven billion.

UN Conference on
Sustainable Development

(Rio+20 Earth Summit)

End of combat
operations in
 Afghanistan.

UN Summit for
Refugees and Migrants19
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Indian Ocean
Earthquake

and Tsunami

Kashmir
Earthquake,

Pakistan

Pakistan
Floods

Japan
Earthquake

East Africa
Drought

Response

L3
emergency:

Yemen

Over one million
refugees and

migrants arrive
in Europe. 

The Sphere
Project is

established.

Humanitarian
Accountability

Partnership (HAP)
is established.

WFP pilots
weather-based

insurance.

The ten-year
Hyogo Framework

is adopted.

Concept of
‘resilience’ is
widely used.

Responsibility
to Protect (R2P)

is adopted.

Humanitarian
Reform Process

begins.

First Global
Platform for Disaster

Risk Reduction
is launched.

 TEC Synthesis
Report recommends

increased local
ownership and

accountability in
responses.

Central Emergency
Response Fund

(CERF) is launched.

 International
Disaster Relief

Laws Guidelines
are adopted.

Sendai
Framework for

DRR 2015–2030
is adopted.

Cash transfer
programming
is widely used
across sectors.

Transformative
Agenda is

agreed upon.

Revision of the
Sphere Handbook

is published.

The government
of Pakistan provides

cash digitally,
using 1.7 million

debit cards.

Cash and
Learning Partnership

(CaLP) is officially
launched.

DHA
becomes

OCHA.

Sierra Leone
flash appeal

Mercy
Malaysia sends

relief teams
to Turkey.

UNSC 1265:
stresses need to
address causes

of conflict.

UNISDR
is created.

Great Lakes and
DR Congo appeals:

assistance is
significantly
scaled up.

DPRK
response

South-eastern
Europe

response

Gujurat
Earthquake,

India

Last time
India requests
international
assistance.

Horn of
Africa

Drought
responses

BRAC
establishes

a programme in
Afghanistan.

Afghanistan
response

Regional
Southern

Africa
response

WHO issues
global alert
for SARS.

Cote d'Ivoire
flash appeal

Good Humanitarian
Donorship principles

are endorsed.

Cash transfer
programming is
used on a small
scale in Aceh.

Bangladesh
Monsoon

Floods

 Darfur crisis

DR Congo
action plan

Cyclone
Nargis

ASEAN is central
to response.

Kenyan
election

crisis

ECHO
removes cap on
cash transfers.

Gaza crisis

Mobile
technology is
widely used.

Haiti
Earthquake

Interest in
urban response

increases.

IASC Task Force
on Accountability to
Affected Populations

is created.

L3
emergency:

Syria

L3
emergency:

CAR

L3
emergency:

Iraq

L3
emergency:
South Sudan

Social media
is widely used.

The Emergency
Capacity Building

(ECB) Project
is founded.

Core
Humanitarian

Standard
is launched.

L3
emergency:
Philippines
(Typhoon
Haiyan)

WHO declares
Ebola an international

emergency.

Cluster system
is activated

for first time.

Iraq crisis
appeal

PSEA core
principles are
established.

Email used
widely at the

field level.

Northern
Caucasus
response

El Niño event

ALNAP is
established.

Major
humanitarian

crises

New humanitarian
initiatives and ways

of working

Total reported
humanitarian fundingi 

Number of targeted
recipients of aid1

Number of state-based, non-state,
and one-sided conflicts per yearl 

Number of natural
disasters globally v

Sudan
transitional

plan

It includes
humanitarian,
recovery and
development

elements.

World food
price crisis:
global food
insecurity
increases.

20 years of change
in humanitarian action:
A timeline by ALNAP
ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, held in Stockholm on 
14–15 February 2017, looked at how change occurs in 
the humanitarian system, and how it can be done better. 
This timeline, capturing the twenty years since ALNAP 
was founded, facilitated discussions around change.

The ALNAP Secretariat prepared the initial timeline and 
invited the meeting's participants to add their own 
moments of change in humanitarian action. This revised 
version of the timeline has incorporated many of these 
and also invites you to add your own momentsof change.

To find out more about ALNAP's 31st Annual Meeting, 
please visit alnap.org/31am

UN Guiding
Principles on Internal

Displacement
established.

Kampala Convention
comes into force:

world's first legally
binding convention
for protection and
assistance of IDPs.

East and
Horn of Africa

Drought

Grand Bargain
is launched.

First World
Humanitarian

Summit
takes place.

NEAR Network
is established.

European Consensus
on Humanitarian Aid

outlines why, how, and
when the EU acts

in response to
humanitarian crises.

Global Network
of Civil Society

Organisations for
Disaster Reduction

 (GNDR) is
established.

Key


