/ééﬁ escola de UNB

Universitat Autonoma

CUItU ra de pau deBarcelona

alert

Report on conflicts,
human rights
m and peacebuilding

editorial




Alert 2018! Report on conflicts,
human rights and peacebuilding






Alert 2018!

€CP escola de

Report on conflicts,
human rights
and peacebuilding

Authors:

Josep Maria Royo Aspa
Jordi Urgell Garcia
Pamela Urrutia Arestizabal
Ana Villellas Arifio

Maria Villellas Arifio

Foreword by:
Diana de la Rua Eugenio
President of IPRA Foundation



This book is printed on chlorine-free recycled paper.

Report completed in February 2018

Printed by: Ulzama

Edited by: Icaria Editorial / Escola de Cultura de Pau, UAB
Design: Lucas Wainer Mattosso

ISBN: 978-84-9888-856-0
Legal deposit: B 29677-2008

This report was written by:

Josep Maria Royo Aspa (armed conflicts and socio-political
crises), Jordi Urgell Garcia (armed conflicts and socio-
political crises), Pamela Urrutia Arestizabal (armed conflicts,
socio-political crises and gender), Ana Villellas Arifio (armed
conflicts, socio-political crises and gender) and Maria
Villellas Arifio (gender, armed conflicts and socio-political
crises).

The contents of this report may be freely reproduced and
distributed, provided that the source is adequately cited,
with reference to the title and the publisher. The contents of
this report are full responsibility of Escola de Cultura de Pau
at UAB. The contents do not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the Catalan Agency for Development Cooperation (ACCD),
nor does it reflect the opinion of Barcelona City Council.

Citation:
Escola de Cultura de Pau. Alert 2018! Report on conflicts,
human rights and peacebuilding. Barcelona: Icaria, 2018.

Escola de Cultura de Pau

Parc de Recerca, Edifici MRA,

Placa del Coneixement,

Universitat Autdbnoma de Barcelona
08193 Bellaterra (Spain)

Phone: +34 93 586 88 42

Email: pr.conflictes.escolapau@uab.cat
Web: http://escolapau.uab.cat



Index

List of tables, boxes, graphs and maps

Foreword by Diana de la Rua Eugenio
President of the International Peace Research
Association Foundation (IPRA Foundation)

Executive Summary

Chapters

1. Armed Conflicts

1.1. Armed conflicts: definition

1.2. Armed conflicts: analysis of trends
in 2017
1.2.1. Global and regional trends
1.2.2. Impact of conflict on civilians___

1.3. Armed conflicts: annual evolution
1.3.1. Africa
- Great Lakes and Central Africa_
- Horn of Africa -
- Maghreb - North Africa
- West Africa
1.3.2. America
1.3.3. Asia and the Pacific
- South Asia
- South-east Asia and Oceania_
1.3.4. Europe
- Eastern Europe .~ .
- Russia and Caucasus _
- South-east Europe
1.3.5. Middle East
- Mashreq
- The Gulf

2. Socio-political crises

2.1. Socio-political crises: definition

2.2. Socio-political crises: analysis of
trends in 2017
2.2.1. Global trends
2.2.2. Regional trends

2.3. Socio-political crises: annual evolution

2.3.1. Africa
- Great Lakes and Central Africa_
- Horn of Africa .
- Maghreb - North Africa
- Southern Africa
- West Africa

2.3.2. America

- North America, Central America
and the Caribbean

- South America

13

25
25

28
28
31

35
35
35
42
44
46
48
49
49
53
58
58
59
59
60
60
65

69
69

75
75
76

79

79
79
83
87
87
88
92

92
95

3.

4.

2.3.3. Asiaand the Pacific _ 96
- Central Asia 96
- East Asia 97
- South Asia 100
- South-east Asia and Oceania 102
2.3.4. Europe 103
- Russiaand Caucasus =~ 103
- South-east Europe .~ 105
2.3.5. Middle East 106
- Mashreq 106
- The Gulf 110
Gender, peace and security 115
3.1. Gender inequalities 115
3.2. The impact of violence and conflicts
from a gender perspective 116
3.2.1. Sexual violence in armed conflicts
and socio-political crises 116
3.2.2. Responses to sexual violence in
armed conflict 119
3.2.3. Other gender-based violence in
socio-political crises or armed
conflict 120
3.3. Peacebuilding from a gender perspective 122
3.3.1. Resolution 1325 and the women,
peace and securityagenda 122
3.3.2. The gender dimension in peace
negotiations 125
3.3.3. Civil society initiatives 127
Opportunities for peace in 2018 129
4.1. Implementation of the peace agreement
with the FARC: an opportunity for peace
in Colombia 130
4.2. Adoption of Bangsamoro Basic Law, a
step towards completion of the peace
process between Government of the
Philippines and MILF 131
4.3. Mozambique: a second chance for
peace 133
4.4. New steps towards peace in the Basque
Country: towards the end of ETA, memory,
victims and coexistence 135
4.5. The Truth and Dignity Commission of
Tunisia: a benchmark mechanism for
transitional justice? 137
Risk scenarios for 2018 139
5.1. Escalation of violence and instability
in Cameroon 140

Index

5



Glossary

5.2. Consolidation of ISIS in southern
Philippines and Southeast Asia

5.3. The Rohingya crisis in Myanmar puts
the democratic transition and peace
process at risk

5.4. The dismantling of the post-peace
agreement framework in Tajikistan and
the shrinking of the opposition space___

5.5. The impact of conflicts and violence on
children in the MENA region

Escola de Cultura de Pau

6

Alert 2018

143

144

146

149
155



List of tables, boxes, graphs and maps

Map 1.1.
Table 1.1.

Graph 1.1.

Graph 1.2.
Graph 1.3.

Box 1.1.
Map 1.2.

Map 2.1.
Table 2.1.

Graph 2.1.

Graph 2.2.

Armed conflicts

Summary of armed conflicts in
2017

Regional distribution of the number
of armed conflicts in 2017

Intensity of the armed conflicts

Intensity of the armed conflicts by
region

Regional trends in armed conflict _

Number of internally displaced
people at the end of 2016

Socio-political crises

Summary of socio-political crises
in2017

Regional distribution of the number
of socio-political crises in 2017

Intensity of the socio-political
crises by region

24

26

29
31

31
32

34

68

70

75

77

Map 3.1.
Table 3.1.

Box 3.1.

Box 3.2

Map 4.1.

Map 5.1.

Gender, peace and security

Countries which have armed
conflict and crisis and high or
very high levels of gender
discrimination

Armed actors and sexual violence in
flicts

The 1l National Action Plan for
Women, Peace and Security in
Spain

Opportunities for peace in 2018

Risk scenarios for 2018

List of tables, boxes, graphs and maps

114

116

117

123

129

7






Foreword

Diana de la Raa Eugenio
President of the International Peace Research
Association Foundation (IPRA Foundation)?

The year 2018 has multi-complex and multi-sectorial
scenarios that must be studied through creative
approaches that are adapted to the real and perceived
needs, so as to bring suggestions and proposals that
transform the difficulties into inclusive and positive
processes.

Those of us who, in the past 25 years, have been
studying and working in the field of non-violent conflict
resolution and building a culture of peace, can see an
evolution and a change in the dynamics of conflict that
encourage us to search for new paths to deal with them,
since we are faced with growing direct, structural and
cultural violence, with the added ingredient that they
are ftrivialized through shows and videogames that,
among other things, enter into our homes, normalize
violence and make it invisible, turning it into a carrier
of a profound culture of violence.

Often, situations of violence are portrayed as facts
per se, isolated, leaving aside the human, social and
environmental consequences that stem from these.
New generations are growing up in this scenario, which
makes it imperative to show the conflicts and their
subsequent effects, as well as the processes in place
to neutralize the escalation of violence and promote
peaceful and productive alternatives.

There are always good examples, but they must be
brought to light so they are not just overshadowed by
the aggressiveness and violence of certain diatribes
that often make a lot of noise but are void of ideas or
proposals. Take the example of two countries on the
American continent that are going through historic
situations:

Colombia is immersed in a peace process which, even
if since the agreement was signed in 2016 lost some
momentum because of the failure to comply with some
points, is currently being resumed with the dialogue
between the parties and, for the first time in fifty years,
Colombia is holding free presidential elections in a
context free of war. It is worthy to continue insisting
on the process, trying to revert the elements that
are posing obstacles to it, but it is also fundamental
for promises to be kept, for the entire process to be
credible and that promises are finally fulfilled so as to
look into a future of shared development.

In the United State of America there are several themes
for researchers and peace workers among which: a)
a deepening of marking differences between social
groups by the current administration, leading to a new
surge of white supremacy movements that clashes
with civil rights that were believed to stay forever
more. This has forced institutional counterbalances to
come on stage —judges- to balance out the injustice
and the fact that some cities and states have openly
declared their differences in this respect. The drift
towards polarization and linking it to scapegoats leads
to social divides to capitalize on political gains among
those standing by a leader who proposes divisions
that are consistent with a manichaen dualism and
who discredits anything that is not to his benefit. The
government system with a separation of powers in the
country has shown that, at least today, democracy is still
working; b) the emergence of the #MeToo movement,
bringing out the male patriarchal conditions encrusted
and hidden from the public, has lead to a change in
perception with regards to harassment against women
at their workplace, where this behaviour is not only
unacceptable but is also denounced and leads to public
exposure. This is a stimulating change in paradigm
that may be replicated in the rest of countries.

Situations to be considered

Currently two axes should be added that change human
life in the world and that converge in time, leading
to great uncertainty and violence that are not usually
visible: climate change and the influence of social
media.

The move to the anthropozoic era has caused situations
that couldn’t have been foreseen in their full dimension,
but we must live with them, mitigate their influences
and try to revert —or at least reduce- their results,
which spread throughout this planet and generate
climatic changes that, in turn, bring geographic,
economic, political and social changes that disrupt
the lives of communities. The words flooding, drought,
deforestation and pollution are part of our language,
but it would seem that their meaning in our collective
conscience and in political agendas everywhere in the
world are yet to be taken onboard. This is not only
during electoral periods when disasters strike and they

1. Diana de la Ria Eugenio is also the President of the Association “Respuesta para la Paz” —Response for Peace— (Argentina), a mediator and

facilitator in multi-party conflicts and a university professor.
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are dealt with from the visible part of the urgency, but
to make profound changes that can slow down the
terrible consequences they bring about and that will
for sure worsen if effective and immediate action is
not taken. Since 2004 there is concern when talking
about the so-called techno-fossils, with billions of
varieties due to the rapid production and obsolescence
of products —whether they are useful or not— that we
don’t know what to do with. Decision-makers have not
yet taken this seriously.

For years there has been talk about the
impact of communication technologies
on society, but now we see the scope of
the discretionary use of technological
algorithms that are generated to change
cultural patterns and manipulate them
to generate opinion movements and, of
course, to influence democratic processes
in countries; influences that are bought
and sold to the highest bidder as if in any
village market, regardless of what this
manipulation means for the countries and
for the world, thus weakening democracies,
generating negative suspicions in political
processes and in the sovereignty of
nations, besides building power on power,
not for the peoples, the people and their
communities, but for those who entrench themselves
behind the advantages that power gives them.

These two last scenarios coincide in time, they
overwhelm and discourage citizen participation,
which in itself is very little. People prefer to become
abstracted or disconnected from reality so as not to
make changes to their lives that would mean giving up
styles of consumption (water, fuel, buying unnecessary
things) for as long as they can. Those who suffer may
get entangled in binary discourses with no support from
interest groups, who polarize the negative perceptions
of some groups, radicalize the messages and actions,
and usually choose some groups to be scapegoats and
blame them for the bad situation.

The culture of peace and social participation

For all of the above, it is necessary for people to develop
a shared vision for the future that is respectful of the
diversity of opinions and can recover the possibility
of a harmonious coexistence where everyone feels
they can participate and not just sit and watch. By
educating for peace and using all of its tools —dialogue,
mediation and facilitation, among others— work is
done through non-violent communication to allow a
verbal interaction and to rebuild dialogue processes
among the parties, to be able to voice opinions, fears,
feeling, interests and needs without being judged or
unappreciated. One of the symptoms of this day and
age is the difficulty that people have to identify what
it is they want; they find it easier to explain what they

10 Alert 2018

Alert! is an effective
tool to share an in-
depth analysis of
conflicts and their
possible solution, as
well as to spread and
disseminate a culture
of peace that invites
to think carefully
about the current
confrontations with
an approach that is
committed to peaceful does not mean pressure or compulsion;

resolution

don’t want. Making this change is a vital exercise to
permeate into all social spaces, bringing empowerment
and efficacy of expression with them.

Beingable to determine what one wants is a step towards
gaining personal independence because it focuses on
how to achieve the desired objectives without waiting
for a leader or a pater familia to provide. It is also
good training in taking responsibility for decisions
taken freely, which also helps one grow
as a person and a citizen and encourages
participation in other areas of life, such
as political participation, whether this is
done as one of the actors defining public
policies or as someone who proposes
changes from the grassroots level.

We must train ourselves for debate and
confrontation without losing our bearings,
to achieve goals legitimately and for this
it is vital to generate consensus that will
allow visualizing collective concerns, set
priorities and find a spirit of cohesion to
make peace processes advance. Consensus

consensus means that everyone agrees,
voluntarily, on what will or won’t be done.
Building a culture of peace is a collective
process, slow and deep, where there will always be
some people who, due to their ability or personality
will stimulate others; but they must all have a strong
commitment and recognize and accept that making
concessions is required to achieve consensus.

One substantial contribution that helps build a culture
of peace is for children to learn at school not only
the usual subjects —-mathematics, language, science,
and many others— but also how to resolve conflicts
peacefully. This will help them throughout their lives
in everyday interactions because they will carry in
them the importance of the process, the tools and the
required means to reach a different model of social
exchanges.

Developing projects

Even if fieldwork is essential, it is also necessary to
constantly develop new theories and study other
proposals, analyze them, compare them, draw
conclusions that will allow updating and measuring
the outcomes and, eventually, go deeper and change
them. Joining fieldwork and peace research, whether
this is done at universities, by NGOs or independently
is what will allow us to find a meeting point and
bring answers that match the needs of today. There
are many organizations and foundations that give the
possibility to finance this research, so it is important
to take some time to learn how to access this funding,
know what values support them and feel encouraged to
apply for these grants. The culture of peace will greatly



benefit and will be encouraged through all channels,
researchers, workers, editors, with those benefiting
sharing the results this has on people’s lives.

This new edition of Alert! is an effective tool to share
an in-depth analysis of conflicts and their possible
solution, as well as to spread and disseminate a
culture of peace that invites to think carefully about
the current confrontations with an approach that is
committed to the peaceful resolution of these conflicts,
leaving room to continue developing, questioning
and adapting theories to facts and the operability of
processes, whilst broadening the spaces for discussion
and learning.
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Executive Summary

Alert 2018! Report on conflicts, human rights and
peacebuilding is an annual report analyzing the state of
the world in terms of conflict and peacebuilding based
on three main axes: armed conflict, socio-political
crises, and gender, peace and security. The analysis
of the most relevant events in 2017 and the nature,
causes, dynamics, actors and consequences of the main
scenarios of armed conflict and socio-political crisis
around the world allows for a regional comparative vision
and also allows identifying global trends and elements
of risk and early warning for the future. Furthermore,
the report also identifies peacebuilding opportunities or
opportunities to scale down, prevent or resolve conflicts.
In both cases, one of the main objectives in this report
is to make available all of the information, analyses and
identification of warning factors and peace opportunities
for decision-makers, those intervening for the peaceful
resolution to conflicts, or those giving a greater political,
media or academic visibility to the many situations of
political and social violence in the world.

As for the methodology, the contents of this report
mainly draw on a qualitative analysis of studies and
information made available by many sources -the
United Nations, international organizations, research
centres, communication media or NGOs, among others—
as well as on field research.

Some of the most relevant conclusions and information
in the Alert 2018! report are listed below:

m  During 2017, 33 armed conflicts were recorded, of
which 32 were still active by the end of the year.
Most of these were in Africa (14), and Asia (9),
followed by the Middle East (6), Europe (3) and the
Americas (1).

®m  Thirteen of the 33 armed conflicts recorded were
of high intensity. This was the case of Libya, the
Lake Chad Region (Boko Haram), DRC (Kasai),
Somalia, South Sudan, Afghanistan, the Philippines
(Mindanao), Myanmar, Pakistan, Egypt (Sinai),
Iraqg, Syria and Yemen (Houthis).

m  |n 2017, 13 of the 33 conflicts —representing
39%-— showed a clear deterioration of the situation
during the year. This is the case of Libya, Mali
(North), CAR, DRC (East), DRC (Kasai), Somalia,
the Philippines (NPA), the Philippines (Mindanao),
India (Jammu and Kashmir), Myanmar, Iraq, Syria
and Yemen (Houthis). 27% of the conflicts did
not experience any significant change, and 34%
showed a reduction in violence.

B Beyond the multi-cause nature of armed conflict,
73% of conflicts (24 of the 33 cases) were mainly
driven by opposition to domestic or international
policies of the respective governments or to the
political, social or ideological system of the State.
Also, claims based on identity or calls for self-
government were one of the main causes in 55% of
cases (18 conflicts).

®  |n 2017, armed conflicts continued to have
extremely serious impacts on the civilian population,

leading to or deepening situations of humanitarian
crisis, such as in DRC, South Sudan, Irag and
Yemen, among others.

One of the impacts of armed conflicts continued to
be sexual violence. During 2017, sexual violence
was reported in contexts such as South Sudan, Mali,
Myanmar and Syria.

Forced displacement was, one year more, one of
the most serious consequences of armed conflicts
globally. Figures published in 2017 highlighted
that, until the end of 2016, a total of 65.6 million
people had been forced to leave their homes as a
result of situations of conflict, persecution, violence
and/or human rights violations, around 300,000
more than at the end of 2015.

During 2017 88 socio-political crises were identified
around the world. These cases were mainly
concentrated in Africa (37) and Asia (18), whereas
the remaining cases were spread around Europe (13),
Middle East (12) and the Americas (8).

One fifth of the socio-political crises in 2017
were of high intensity, and more than half of
these were in Africa. This is the case of Angola
(Cabinda); Burkina Faso, Cameroon (Ambazonia/
North West and South West); Ethiopia; Ethiopia
(Oromia); Kenya; Mozambique; Niger; Nigeria;
DRC; Venezuela; Korea, DPR-USA, Japan, Rep. Of
Korea; India (Manipur); India-Pakistan; Pakistan;
Armenia-Azerbaijan  (Nagorno-Karabakh); Egypt;
and Lebanon. 47% of cases (48) were low-intensity,
and one third (29 cases) were medium-intensity.
54% of socio-political crises in the world were
of internal (48 cases), 30% (26 cases) were
internationalized internal socio-political crises; and
16% (14 cases) were international.

As for the evolution of socio-political crises, 42%
of crises deteriorated compared to 2016, especially
in Africa and the Middle East, while 40% of cases
experienced no significant changes, and 18% of
cases improved slightly.

68% of socio-political crises were mainly driven
by opposition to domestic or international policies
implemented by the respective governments or by
opposition to the political, social or ideological position
of the respective states. Also, claims based on identity
and/or demands for self-government were one of the
main causes in 45% of socio-political crises.

75% of armed conflicts and 45% of socio-political
crises with data available on gender equality took
place in contexts of serious or very serious gender
inequalities.

One year more, women’s organizations and civil
society denounced the fragmented implementation
of the women, peace and security agenda.

The United Nations determined there had been a
regression in the participation of women in peace
processes and a decrease in the number of peace
agreements that included gender issues in their
wording.

Women’s organizations in countries in conflict such

Executive Summary 13



as Syria, Libya and Yemen reclaimed a greater
participation in peace negotiations.

m  The Alert 2018! report identified five opportunities
for peace: the process for the implementation of
the peace agreement between the Government
and the FARC in Colombia; the prospective
adoption of the Bangsamoro Basic Law as the
completion to the peace process between the
MILF and the Philippine’s Government; the
possibilities for an agreement to find a political
solution to the tensions in Mozambique; the
scenario of a future disappearance of ETA and
the prospect of progressing on other outstanding
issues in the Basque Country; and the work of the
Truth and Dignity Commission in Tunisia, which
could become a mechanism of reference in the
framework of transitional justice.

m  The report outlines five risk scenarios: the
escalation of violence and the increase in instability
in Cameroon; the consolidation of the armed group
ISIS in the south of the Philippines and Southeast
Asia; the repercussions of the Rohingya crisis for
the democratic transition and peace process in
Myanmar; the shrinking space for opposition and
the dismantlement of the post-peace agreement
framework in Tajikistan; and the impact of high
levels of violence on children as a consequence of
the serious armed conflicts affecting North Africa
and the Middle East.

Structure

The report has five chapters. The first
two look at conflicts globally —causes,
types, dynamics, evolution and actors
in situations of armed conflict or socio-
political crises. The third chapter looks at
the gender impacts of conflicts and socio-
political crises, as well as the initiatives
being carried out within the United
Nations and other local and international
organizations and movements with regards to
peacebuilding from a gender perspective. Chapter four
identifies opportunities for peace, scenarios where
there is a context that is favourable to resolution of
conflicts or to progress towards or consolidate peace
initiatives. The final chapter studies risk scenarios
in the future. Besides these five chapters, the report
also includes a foldable map identifying the scenarios
of armed conflict and social-political crisis.

During 2017, 33
armed conflicts were
recorded, 32 of which of foreign fighters, the logistical or military

were still active by

the end of the year

Armed conflicts

The first chapter (Armed conflicts)! describes the
evolution, type, causes and dynamics in active conflicts
during the year; global and regional trends in armed
conflicts in 2017 are analyzed, as well as the impacts
of such conflicts on the civilian population.

During 2017, 33 armed conflicts were recorded, a figure
that follows the trend observed in previous years (33
cases in 2016, 35 conflicts in 2015, 36 in 2014, 35 in
2013). Of the 33 armed conflicts in 2017, 32 were still
active by the end of the year, given that the situation
of conflict in the Russian Republic of Dagestan ceased
to be considered an armed conflict after the levels of
violence and fatality dropped in recent years. It is worth
noting that, among the armed conflicts in 2017, one was
a new case: the conflict in Kasai region, in DRC, which
witnessed a rise in hostilities between the Congolese
Government and the Kamwina Nsapu militia, as well as
confrontations between armed organizations linked to
several ethnic groups.

Regarding the geographic distribution of armed
conflicts, most of them were in Africa (14) and in Asia
(9), similar to last year. For the remaining conflicts, six
were in the Middle East, three in Europe and one in
the Americas. Regarding the scenario of conflict and the
actors involved, in 2017 only one of these was defined as
an international armed conflict —Israel-Palestine—, while
a great majority were of an internationalized internal
nature (79%, 26 of the 33 cases), and 18% were
prominently internal. Nevertheless, most
conflicts today are influenced by regional
or international factors, such as the flows
of refugees, arms trade, the participation

support provided by other states or by one
of the contending sides or the political
or economic interests from neighbouring
states, as could be the case of the legal or
illegal exploitation of resources.

Conflicts continued to be defined by their multi-causal
nature. 73% of conflicts (24 cases) were mainly driven
by opposition to the domestic or international policies
of the respective governments or to the political, social
or ideological system of the State, leading to struggles
to erode or gain power. From these, 18 cases showed
a struggle to change the system, mainly promoted by

1. Inthis report, an armed conflict is understood as any confrontation between regular or irregular armed groups with objectives that are perceived
as incompatible, in which the continuous and organised use of violence: a) causes a minimum of 100 fatalities in a year and/or has a serious
impact on the territory (destruction of infrastructure or of natural resources) and on human safety (e.g., injured or displaced people, sexual
violence, food insecurity, impact on mental health and on the social fabric or the disruption of basic services); and b) aims to achieve objectives

different from those of common crime normally related to:

- demands for self-determination and self-government or identity-related aspirations;
- opposition to the political, economic, social or ideological system of a state or the internal or international policy of a government, which in

both triggers a struggle to seize or undermine power;
- the control of resources or land.
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Armed conflicts in 2017*

AFRICA (14) ASIA (9)

Algeria (AQMI) -1992-

Burundi -2015-

CAR -2006-

DRC (east) -1998-

DRC (east-ADF) -2014-

DRC (Kasai) -2017-

Ethiopia (Ogaden) -2007-

Lake Chad Region (Boko Haram) - 2011-
Libya -2011-

Mali (north) -2012-

Somalia -1988-

South Sudan -2009-

Sudan (Darfur) -2003-

Sudan (South Kordofan & Blue Nile) -2011-

Afghanistan -2001-

Myanmar -1948-

Pakistan -2001-

India (CPI-M) -1967-
India (Jammu & Kashmir) -1989-

Pakistan (Balochistan) -2005-

Philippines (NPA) -1969-

Philippines (Mindanao) -1991-
Thailand (south) -2004-

MIDDLE EAST (6)

Egypt (Sinai) -2014-
Iraq -2003-
Israel-Palestine -2000-
Syria -2011-

Yemen (Houthis) -2004-
Yemen (AQPA) - 2011 -

EUROPE (3)

Russia (Dagestan) -2010-
Turkey (south-east) -1984-
Ukraine (east) -2014-

AMERICA (1)

Colombia -1964-

* Between hyphens is the date on which the conflict started. In Italics are the conflicts that ended during 2017.

armed groups of a socialist inspiration —this is the case
of organizations such as CPI-M in India, the NPA in the
Philippines, or the FARC in Colombia— or by organizations
embracing a jihadist agenda and that seek to impose their
own interpretation of Islamic precepts. Among these last
groups one can mention cases such as the
armed group ISIS and its branches and its
related organizations in different countries
—ISIS was present in countries like Algeria,
Libya, Nigeria, Somalia, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, Turkey,
Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and others—; the different
branches of al-Qaeda operating in North Africa
and the Middle East —among which AQMI
(Algeria and Sahel) and AQPA (Yemen)—;
Taliban militias operating in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, or the al-Shabaab group in Somalia.

With regards to the evolution of armed

conflicts in 2017, following the trend observed in
2016, in most cases the levels of hostility and violence
worsened. In 13 of the 33 cases -representing 39%—
the evolution was negative, slightly lower than in
2016 (46%). Cases showing a clear deterioration of
the situation during the year were Libya, Mali (north),
CAR, DRC (east), DRC (Kasai), Somalia, the Philippines
(NPA), the Philippines (Mindanao), India (Jammu &
Kashmir), Myanmar, Iraq, Syria and Yemen (Houthis).

With regards to intensity, most armed conflicts in 2017
-13 of the 33 cases, or 40%— were high-intensity,
meaning scenarios marked by a fatality level above
1,000 per year, with severe impacts on the territory and
serious consequences for the population. The 13 most
serious conflicts in 2017 were Libya, Lake Chad Region
(Boko Haram), DRC (Kasai), Somalia, South Sudan,
Afghanistan, the Philippines (Mindanao), Myanmar,
Pakistan, Egypt (Sinai), Iraq, Syria and Yemen (Houthis).

Most armed
conflicts in 2017
(40%) were of high
intensity, marked
by high levels of
violence and fatality
with more than one
thousand deaths
per year

In turn, 12 armed conflicts (36%) were low-intensity,
and eight cases (24%) were medium-intensity conflicts.

At a global level, armed conflicts continued to
have severe impacts on civilian population. These
consequences were seen in the death tolls
and other kinds of impacts resulting from
the indiscriminate and/or deliberate use of
violence against civilians. During 2017,
this situation was seen in practices such
as summary executions and setting homes
alight with people inside in Myanmar;
extrajudicial executions and other serious
human rights violations against civilians
in the Kasai conflict (DRC); or sieges on
the population as seen in Syria. Another
serious pattern seen in 2017 was the
materialization of especially bloody attacks
in several armed conflicts, in countries like
Afghanistan, Egypt (Sinai) and Somalia, among others.
Furthermore, during 2017 there were also actions
carried out within military campaigns that had serious
repercussions on the civilian population.

Regional distribution of the number of armed conflicts
in 2017
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Middle East [ ]

Asia

Africa |

Executive Summary 15



Forced displacement remained one of the most
serious consequences of armed conflicts in the world
and showed a continued increase observed in recent
years. A total of 65.6 million people were forced to
leave their homes in 2016 resulting from situations
of conflict, persecution, violence and/or human
rights violations, according to figures by the UNHCR
available in 2017. This figure represents an increase
by around 300,000 people more than at the end of
2015. Of the total displaced population,
22.5 million were refugees —17.2 million
under the mandate of the UNHCR and
5.3 million Palestinians registered under
the UNRWA-, 40.3 million were internally
forcefully displaced and 2.8 million were
asylum-seekers. Minors represented 51%
of the refugee population. More than half
of the world’s refugees under the UNHCR

Without counting the
Palestinian refugee
population, 51% of
the world’s refugees
came from only three
countries: Syria (5.5
million), Afghanistan

Socio-political crises

The second chapter (Socio-political crises)? looks at
the most relevant events regarding socio-political crises
recorded during the year and compares global and
regional trends. During 2017 88 socio-political crises
were recorded globally. As in previous years, the largest
number of socio-political crises took place in Africa,
with 37 cases, followed by Asia, where 18 cases were
recorded. Europe and the Middle East
experienced 13 and 12 such scenarios
respectively, while in the Americas there
were 8 crises.

The socio-political crises h